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Tour Summary 

Our Huon extension started out with a midday flight from Port Moresby to Lae-Nadzab airport. Upon 

arrival, we transferred to our hotel on the outskirts of Lae. Following a short downpour, we made a 

productive afternoon walk around the spacious grounds of our hotel. An Australian Hobby drying out on 

a bare branch was the biggest surprise, while a Pink-spotted Fruit Dove of the grey-headed plumbeicollis 

race was also noteworthy. Good numbers of 

Orange-bellied Fruit Doves and Torresian 

Imperial Pigeons were perching out on bare 

branches, while a Zoe’s Imperial Pigeon was 

a flyover only. Additional species that were 

seen this afternoon included Peaceful Dove, 

Oriental Dollarbird, Red-cheeked Parrot, 

Coconut Lorikeet, New Guinea Friarbird, 

Scrub Honeyeater, Hooded Butcherbird, 

White-bellied Cuckooshrike, Brown Oriole, 

Singing Starling and both Black and Olive-

backed Sunbird. A camp of Spectacled Flying 

Fox was also nice. A pleasant start to the trip. 

 

Early the next morning, we drove back to 

Nadzab. Our charter flight was delayed a 

couple of hours, so we had plenty of time to 

scan the airfield for birds. We did find a Papuan Harrier and good numbers of Horsfield’s Bush Larks 

out displaying, the latter quite a range-restricted bird in New Guinea. Hundreds of Uniform Swiftlets 

were also hawking low over the airfield for insects. Eventually, our plane did take off and we enjoyed a 

very scenic flight over the rugged Huon mountains, before touching down on the coastal airstrip of Wasu. 

After doing some shopping in town, we drove up the rough and muddy road into the range, spotting a 

few birds from the Landcruiser, including Eastern Osprey, Variable Goshawk, Channel-billed Cuckoo, 

Brown Falcon, Great Woodswallow and Papuan Grassbird. In the early part of the afternoon, we arrived 

at the Huon Birding Camp, only the third 

group ever to get to use this very comfortable 

base from which to explore the montane 

Huon forest. We settled into our spacious 

tents and enjoyed a late lunch before heading 

out into the field for the afternoon. The first 

bird we came upon was a couple of Black-

throated Honeyeaters, which were being 

quite cooperative as they fed on a flowering 

tree. Entering into the best roadside forest, 

we were pleased to see a poisonous Blue-

capped Ifrit along with a colourful Black-

breasted Boatbill, Friendly Fantails, both 

Brown-backed and Regent Whistler, Black 

Monarch, a Fan-tailed Cuckoo, and our first 

Huon specialty in the form of a female Huon Astrapia. It then started to rain quite heavily so we 

backtracked to a forest clearing off the main road that offered a little bit of shelter and once the rain had 

passed, the birds became very active for the remainder of the afternoon. We enjoyed perched views of 

Spangled Honeyeater by Jacques Erard 

 

Orange-crowned Fairywren by Jacques Erard 
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both Amboyna and Bar-tailed Cuckoo-Dove, the latter doing some kind of display as it hopped back and 

forth between perches. Fairy Lorikeets zipped around, but it was hard to find them perched, while a pair 

of Dusky Lorys also flew high overhead. Honeyeaters were rather conspicuous in the clearing as we saw 

Red-collared Myzomela, along with Rufous-

backed, Marbled, and a brief look at the 

oversized Spangled Honeyeater, while 

Cinnamon-browed Melidectes was typically 

skulking. A family group of Brown-breasted 

Gerygones came right down to eye-level as 

they fed their two youngsters, while our first 

of several huge flocks of Tit Berrypeckers 

swarmed the fruiting trees. The best find in 

the clearing was a small group of Orange-

crowned Fairywrens that showed really well 

as they came to the edges of the very dense 

vegetation that they frequent.  

 

As we walked out the forest track back to the 

main road, a Spotted Jewel-babbler called 

very close by. Despite being extremely close, 

it never really came into an open area. 

Depending on one’s position it gave either an 

excellent view or none at all. Walking back to the camp in the late afternoon, we added a trio of Black-

bellied Cuckooshrikes. After dinner, we returned to the forests for some nocturnal birding under a bright 

starry sky. Lots were calling, including multiple Feline and Mountain Owlet-nightjars, plus a single 

Papuan Boobook and a Greater Sooty Owl, but nothing was being cooperative tonight and we couldn’t 

see any of them.  

 

A predawn start saw us creeping into a 

specially made hide at the dancing court of a 

Wahnes’s Parotia. We were in place as the 

sun rose and we waited patiently and quietly. 

The loud squawks of the Parotia could soon 

be heard and eventually, the stunning male 

came and sat right over the hide, calling 

loudly and showing quite well. However, it 

never did descend to its dancing court. While 

we waited, another Spotted Jewel-babbler 

circled the hide at very close range but was 

nonetheless not seen by anyone! We did have 

better luck with a pair of Forbes’s Forest Rail 

that were doing the same thing. Eventually, 

the male popped out and showed really well 

to most of us. Buff-faced Scrubwren and Slaty 

Robin also passed through at point-blank 

range and then we decided to leave the hide. 

As we walked back to the main road, we were delighted to have excellent looks at a male Wahnes’s 

Parotia, better in fact than we had obtained in the hide! The remainder of the morning was spent on 

Wahnes’s Parotia by Jacques Erard 
 

Papuan King Parrot by Jacques Erard 
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roadside birding. A pair of Mountain 

Kingfishers called on either side of the road, 

but we couldn’t locate either of them and we 

had repeat sightings of birds such as Marbled 

Honeyeater, Black-breasted Boatbill, and 

Black Monarch along with our first Fan-

tailed Berrypecker, Island Leaf Warblers, and 

Papuan White-eyes.  

 

Following lunch, we were back in the truck 

and driving to just below Satop village where 

Cheyne had recently found out about a bird-

of-paradise lek. We walked along a trail 

through the coffee plantations in heavy fog 

and along the way we did manage to see a 

couple of female Emperor Bird-of-paradise quite well. Arriving at the lek area there wasn’t much 

happening, and it soon began to rain. Once the rain had passed, quite an interesting little flock moved 

through the area with such species as Frilled Monarch, Fairy Gerygone, Grey Whistler, Grey-green 

Scrubwren, Northern Fantail, and even a Yellow-legged Flyrobin. It is a pity the latter did not hang 

around for photographs as it is not yet documented from the Huon. But of the main event there was no 

sight or even sound. Just as we started to consider trying something else, a male Emperor Bird-of-paradise 

suddenly shot in and landed at eye level and so began a memorable half-hour of watching these incredible 

birds. Eventually, a total of five males were calling and moving through the branches. When two females 

finally arrived on scene, the birds went bonkers, flipped upside down and started rocking back and forth 

with their plumes on full display. What a moment!  

 

As quickly as it started the show was over, although flocks of both Black-bellied and Stout-billed 

Cuckooshrikes appeared on the scene, as did a pair of Papuan King Parrots. We returned happily to camp 

and after dinner headed out on another night walk. After a great deal of persistence, we saw a Mountain 

Owlet-nightjar, nicely capping off a 

wonderful day. 

 

This morning saw us heading along a narrow 

forest track, where we had started out with a 

quick look at a Lesser Ground Robin. We 

eventually arrived at a forest clearing where a 

patient wait was really productive as we saw 

several Huon Astrapias including a brief 

male, more Wahnes’s Parotia and an 

extremely close Pesquet’s Parrot. We were 

also really pleased to see a pair of Huon 

Bowerbirds visiting a fruiting tree, as this 

species can be very elusive. We also had our 

best looks at Spangled Honeyeaters and 

enjoyed watching their facial wattles turn 

from yellow to red in the blink of an eye. Additional species of interest in the clearing included flypasts 

of Fairy and Papuan Lorikeet, Tit Berrypecker, Black-breasted Boatbill, three species of whistler 

simultaneously (Brown-backed, Sclater’s and Regent), Black Monarch, Blue-capped Ifrit and a pair of 

Mountain Owlet-Nightjar by Jacques Erard 

 

Pesquet’s Parrot by Jacques Erard 
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Garnet Robin that eventually came down to eye level. As we departed the clearing, we flushed a bird off 

a nest that we suspected to be a Huon Bowerbird. Walking back along the forest track, we had a Lesser 

Melampitta hop across the track and while waiting for it to return, instead a Bronze Ground-Dove walked 

onto the track and then fluttered up. Some 

time spent in a hide at an active bower during 

the middle part of the day produced eyeball to 

eyeball looks at a Huon Bowerbird, along 

with Dimorphic Fantail and Rufous-naped 

Bellbird.  

 

In the afternoon, we returned to another forest 

clearing where an active fruiting tree was 

being regularly visited by Huon Astrapia, 

Wahnes’s Parotia and Greater Lophorina, as 

well as some furtive Mottled Berryhunters. 

Some other species of note included Yellow-

billed Lorikeets, Long-billed Honeyeater, a huge flock of Tit Berrypecker, perhaps 100 strong, Black 

Fantail, Slaty Robin and the same flock of Orange-crowned Fairywren from our first visit to this clearing. 

Time spent in parotia hide near camp yielded a fine sighting of the male parotia descending to his court 

to tidy it up, as well as a Bronze Ground Dove searching for undigested fruit on the court itself. Another 

fantastic day! 

 

For our final full day in the area, we headed further along the road to visit another forested area. Between 

light showers, we were mesmerized by a spectacular male Huon Astrapia flying overhead with his tail 

rippling as he went. We picked up a few new species as well included a surprise Black Pitohui, Canary 

Flyrobin, a perched Great Cuckoo Dove, White-eared Bronze Cuckoo, more Pesquet’s Parrots, yet 

another Huon Bowerbird showing well, Mid-

mountain Berrypecker and an impressive 

flock of 10 Orange-crowned Fairywren 

crossing the road one after another. Forbes 

Forest Rails growled at us from the roadside 

on both sides, but the vegetation was too thick 

to see them and neither bird was willing to 

cross the road! In the latter part of the 

morning, we returned to the camp area and 

split up and between us had good views of 

Mottled Berryhunter, Blue-faced Parrotfinch, 

and White-bibbed Fruit Dove.  

 

As we joined up again for lunch, the rain 

started to fall and it continued to fall heavily 

for a few hours. So, we took some time to 

relax in our tents and as soon as the rain 

stopped we could watch, right from our tents, 

Huon Astrapia, Wahnes’s Parotia, Greater 

Lophorina, Ornate Melidectes and another huge flock of Tit Berrypeckers – not bad for the back yard!! 

Best of all was a trio of Red-breasted Pygmy Parrot that was foraging along a tree trunk at eye level.  

 

Bronze Ground Dove by Jacques Erard 

 

Huon Bowerbird by Jacques Erard 
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A final bout of birding in the latter part of the afternoon yielded our best views of a male Huon Astrapia 

along with a brief look at Bicolored Mouse Warbler, not a rare species in the right habitat but certainly a 

rarely seen one! The most notable find of the afternoon was confirming that the nest we had earlier found 

was, indeed, that of a Huon Bowerbird. As the 

nest of this species is apparently undescribed, 

we took photos and video to help document it. 

We still had the energy for one final, long, 

night walk. We made a valiant effort to see 

one of the several Feline Owlet-nightjars that 

were calling in the area, but despite having the 

bird fly low overhead repeatedly (even 

brushing the top of my head on one occasion), 

we just could not find it perched and late at 

night finally gave up. 

 

A beautiful sunrise greeted us for our final 

morning and after a leisurely breakfast, we bid 

farewell to the local astrapias and parotias, as 

well as Cheyne, and took the very scenic drive 

down the mountain to Kabwum airstrip. Black-headed Whistler and Grey Crow were welcome additions 

to our list as we awaited the arrival of the plane but did lose their novelty after a few hours of waiting! 

Eventually, we heard the happy sound of a plane engine and were whisked away to Lae, where we 

checked in to the Crossroads for some late afternoon relaxation and a nice final dinner, before our early 

morning departure for Port Moresby the following morning. 

 

Thanks to everyone for such a fantastic trip to this little-known corner of the Huon! 
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Huon Astrapia by Jacques Erard 
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